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MEDIA RELEASE

For publication on or after 25 March 2009
Albert Kennedy Trust raises £15k for LGBT homeless at wine tasting and auction

The Albert Kennedy Trust raised over £15,000 for young LGBT homeless people at an exclusive charity wine-tasting and auction, held in association with pan-European law firm SJ Berwin LLP and   Wines of France wine distributors. 
At SJ Berwin’s London headquarters, over 100 guests discovered the connoisseur’s art of wine appreciation with expert help from acclaimed journalist and author Sarah Ahmed. Selecting eight of the finest offerings from France’s main vineyards, the Wine Detective, as Sarah is known in the trade, showed how to perceive the aromas and flavours, while explaining how age, origin and grape varieties made a great wine stand out. 
The climax of the evening was a charity auction, co-presented by Open House TV star Christian Digby. The fifteen lots that went under the hammer included portraits of Sir Ian McKellen by Anthony Lawrence for £1,600, and the late Eartha Kitt, by an AKT young person, which fetched £700. The cheeky presenter brought colour to the proceedings, at one stage, even providing a massage to one lucky winning bidder.    
The Albert Kennedy Trust helps young lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people who are homeless or living in a hostile environment. Donations to the trust help the increasing number of young LGBT people who suffer rejection by parents, families and carers, as a consequence of ‘coming out’.  The Trust, now in its twentieth year, helped over 1,400 people in 2008, providing appropriate homes through supported lodgings, and enabling young people to successfully live independently. Through mentoring, representation, the Trust helps them rebuild confidence, alleviate emotional problems, and fulfil potential in a stable, caring and supportive environment. 
The evening had its serious side too, when three young people bravely talked about their plight and how the Trust is helping put their lives back on track.  Jason shared his harsh experiences of sleeping rough in a recycling bin after his parents kicked him out; now settled in an apartment, he is retaking GCSEs.   Another movingly told how AKT sought her a safe home after threats of violence from family members. 

Matt Evans, co-ordinating the GLBT network at SJ Berwin LLP, commented: “We were delighted to host the AKT’s wine tasting event for a second successive year and we are especially pleased that the event beat its fundraising target, helping to ensure that the AKT’s important work can continue.”   
Daniel Gillespie-Sells, from chart-topping rock band the Feeling, broke away from the studio where the band is working on its third album, to attend the event with his partner: “I’m very proud to be associated with the Trust and really admire their work. Being raised in a gay household myself, I was very keen to be associated with the trust lend my support.” 

Christian Digby, until now a novice on wines, expressed his delight with the evening:  “I’m really pleased to be a part of such a worthy fundraising initiative. While we had much fun, the young people’s moving stories were a sobering reminder that the battle to overcome homophobic prejudice in society is far from over.” 

The evening was a welcome distraction from Christian’s hectic schedule. “As well as filming up to 90 house and travel shows this year, I’m also writing a children’s story about a boy who couldn’t read. It’s an issue close to my heart, as I have dyslexia. I’m also writing about the shady deals that led to the building of Britain’s most famous landmarks.”

-ends-
For more details about AKT, please contact Jonathan Penny, on 020 7831 6562 or jonathan@akt.org.uk.

-ends-

Media information:
Albert Kennedy Trust is a registered charity, number: 1093815
For further media information, or to discuss interviews with young people or with AKT staff or volunteers (for example foster carers and mentors), please contact: 
Jonathan Penny at The Albert Kennedy Trust on 020 7831 6562 or email jonathan@akt.org.uk
Notes to Editors:

1. The recipients of the Albert Kennedy Trust’s support are mostly aged between 16 and 25. We feel it’s more appropriate to describe them as ‘young LGBT people’, rather than ‘kids’ or ‘children’. 
2. The Albert Kennedy Trust’s (AKT) mission is to ensure that all lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans young people are able to live in accepting, supportive and caring homes, by providing a range of services to meet the individual needs of those who would otherwise be homeless or living in a hostile environment.
3. Who was Albert Kennedy?
In 1989, 16-year-old Albert Kennedy fell to his death from the top of a car park in Manchester whilst trying to escape a car-load of ‘queerbashers’. Albert was a runaway from a children's home in Salford and was depressed. His short tragic life had been filled with rejection and abuse. Manchester’s gay community was moved into action by the Trust’s founder patron Cath Hall, a heterosexual foster carer who admitted she could not meet the full range of needs of gay and lesbian young people coming through her care.
What was your feeling? Did you enjoy the night? 
I had a great night, ive only been to one event, an art shoe. It was  a great night. It’s lovely when you can be invited and you can lend a support to a great cause like this. The kind of night out I like! 

